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1.  INTRODUCTION 

1.1. BACKGROUND 

The site of the former Halvorsen’s Boat Yard is currently the subject of a Planning Proposal. Removal of the derelict 

1930’s Wharf will soon be subject of a development application. The building and its immediate environs are identified as 

heritage items in Sydney Regional Environmental Plan (Sydney Harbour Catchment) 2005. The Planning Proposal has 

assessed five options in the JBA Planning Proposal Report but there is one preferred option identified as the ‘JBA Scheme 

2013’. 

 

Architectural Projects were commissioned by Lilac Pty Ltd to prepare a report in March 2001 and to update the 2001 

report in March 2014 to reflect the new scheme as outlined in the Planning Proposal. Appendix 1 attaches Cosmos 

Archaeology Pty Ltd Report on Maritime Archaeological Condition Inspection of Halvorsen’s Shipyard Slipway. Appendix 2 

attaches Australian Museum Consulting Report of Former Halvorsen’s Boatyard 20 Waterview St Putney Archaeological 

Assessment and research design. Appendix 4 attaches previous referral to Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Council. 

Appendix 5 attaches previous referral to National Parks & Wildlife Service. 

 

The purpose of this report is to reassess the pre European and early European significance of the site given the 13 year 

period since the initial reports and to assess the potential heritage impacts of JBA Scheme 2013 and wharf removal, and 

to make recommendations, where appropriate to mitigate potential impacts. 

 

1.2. SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

The Assessment relates to a study area defined by Waterview Street Putney with specific focus on the Halvorsens Boat 

Shed. The site is located on the south side of Waterview Street. 

 

1.3. AUTHORSHIP 

The report has been prepared by a team consisting of the following key members: 

Jennifer Hill – Architectural Projects Pty Ltd – Heritage Architect 

Elizabeth Gibson – Architectural Projects Pty Ltd – Heritage Architect 

Theodora Woodward – Architectural Projects Pty Ltd – Architectural Historic Research Assistant 

 

1.4. LIMITATIONS 

Access was given to the site.  No access was given to the wharf as it is dilapidated and has been closed off by order of 

the RMS. No physical intervention was undertaken to prepare this report. No historical archaeological work other than 

the site surveys provided herein was commissioned for the report. The Archaeological Assessment report deals with the 

original James Squires Wharf which is located below the water level. 

 

1.5. METHODOLOGY 

The Assessment has been prepared in accordance with the methodology outlined in, The Conservation Management Plan 

by Dr James Semple Kerr (6
th

 Edition 2004). The report complies with the principles of the Australian ICOMOS Charter for 

the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (the Burra Charter) and its Guidelines. The methodology used in the 

evaluation of the place is that recommended by the Heritage Branch of the Office of Environment and Heritage.  

 

It seeks to identify from documentary and physical evidence any historic aesthetic social and technological values of each 

component building and to determine their level of representativeness or rarity by comparison with other identified 

examples. The analysis also looks at the overall character of the adjoining area to determine if the buildings and the site 
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development pattern contribute to a characteristic grouping or cohesive streetscape that is unique or of sufficient 

importance to require protection. 

 

1.6. TERMINOLOGY AND DEFINITIONS 

The terms fabric, place, preservation, reconstruction, restoration, adaptation and conservation used throughout this 

report have the meaning given them in Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance 

(Burra Charter). 

 

The terminology used to described building styles follows the nomenclature set out in Apperly, R., Irving, R. and 

Reynolds, P. A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, 1989. 

 

In order to achieve a consistency in approach and understanding of the meaning of conservation by all those involved a 

standardised terminology for conservation processes and related actions should be adopted. The terminology in the Burra 

Charter is a suitable basis for this. Article 1 of the Burra Charter gives the following definitions: 

 

Place means site, area, building or other work, group of buildings or other works together with associated contents and 

surround. 

 

Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific or social value for past, present or future generations. 

 

Fabric means all the physical material of the place. 

 

Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance. It includes 

maintenance and may, according to circumstance include preservation, restoration, reconstruction and adaptation and 

will be commonly a combination of more than one of these. 

 

Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric, contents and setting of a place, and it is to be 

distinguished from repair. Repair involves restoration and reconstruction and it should be treated accordingly. 

 

Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding deterioration. 

 

Restoration means returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by 

reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material. 

 

Reconstruction means returning a place as nearly as possible to a known earlier state and is distinguished by the 

introduction of materials (new or old) into the fabric. This is not to be confused with either recreation or conjectural 

reconstruction, which are outside the scope of the Burra Charter. 

 

Adaptation means modifying a place to suit propped compatible uses. 

 

Compatible use means a use, which involves no change to the culturally significant fabric, changes that are substantially 

reversible, or changes which require a minimal impact. 

 

1.7. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Kevin Shaw, Ryde Historical Society 
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Paul Houston, National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Allen Madden, Aboriginal Sites Officer, Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council 

James Spath, City Management Information Officer, Ryde City Council 

Angela Pippen, Local Studies Librarian, Ryde City Council 

 

1.8. EXTENT OF SEARCHES 

• The NSW Land Titles Office 

Specific subdivision / title information. 

• Ryde City Council Local Studies Collection 

• Council archives 

• National Parks and Wildlife Service 

• National Trust 

• Heritage Council of NSW 

• NSW Government Department Heritage Register 

• Ryde Historical Society 

 

The Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council were separately commissioned in 2001 to assess the significance of the 

site to the local indigenous community.  National Parks and Wildlife Service carried out a search on the site and its 

environs for the purpose of this report. These documents are included in the Appendix. 

 

1.9. COPYRIGHT 

This report is copyright of Architectural Projects Pty Ltd and was prepared specifically for the owners of the site for the 

2001 submission and updated for the 2014 submission. It shall not be used for any other purpose or later submission and 

shall not be transmitted in any form without the written permission of the authors. 
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2.  HISTORICAL DOCUMENTARY ANALYSIS 

2.1. HISTORY OF THE STUDY AREA AND BUILDING   

Pre European Settlement 

The Wallumedegal clan of the Dharug tribe occupied the Wallumatta area, now known as Ryde, prior to European 

settlement. 

 

The Dharug are believed to have lived in the Darling Mills Creek Valley for at least 10,000 years according to recent 

archaeological work by the Australian Museum.  Several Dahrug clans occupied the catchment area and two distinct 

dialects of the language were spoken (Coastal and Inland). 

The Wallumedegal clan is believed to have occupied a territory extending from Neutral Bay to Ryde. 

The Parramatta River Catchment area contains much evidence of artefacts suggesting that it was used by the Aboriginal 

people for thousands of years before the arrival of Europeans. 

 

Early European Settlement 

James Squire and Kissing Point 

James Squire came from Kingston upon Thames, a hop growing district in Surrey, England.  He was sentenced to 

transportation for seven years in Kingston in 1785, for theft of "four cocks live hens and divers other goods and chattels 

the property of John Stacey".  Squire arrived in Sydney on the "Charlotte" in 1788, with the First Fleet. 

By 1795 Squire had been conditionally pardoned and was granted thirty acres of land at Kissing Point, Ryde.  This grant 

was located one kilometre from the Parramatta River and was not part of the subject site. 

In 1796 Squire purchased Kissing Point Farm, twenty-five acres with Parramatta River frontage for five pounds from John 

Pollard.  Pollard had been granted this land by Governor Hunter that same year.  Squire resold his original thirty acres in 

1799. 

 

By 1800 Squire's property at Kissing Point carried ten sheep, eighteen pigs and thirty-five goats, five acres sown in wheat 

with another forty-five ready for planting maize and barley.  Two years later his land had expanded to 291 acres with 120 

cleared and twenty-eight in grain.  He had eighteen sheep, twenty-five goats and fourteen gigs, his household was self-

supporting with eighty-six bushels of grain in hand in 1806, when he was credited with 986 acres by grant and purchase, 

at least ten men in the muster were indented to him as servants.  By 1820 Squire held 750 acres, 350 by purchase, 400 

by grant. 

 

Development of Brewing in New South Wales 

In an effort to control liquor traffic, Governor King supported the production of colonial beer, believing that the 

introduction of beer into general use would lessen consumption of spirits. 

In response to King's plan, Lord Hobart sent out ten tons of porter, six bags of hops and two complete sets of brewing 

utensils.  Hobart also promised to supply "a quantity of hop plants" sent at an appropriate time of year.  It is not known 

whether Squire was the recipient of this supply. 

 

Beer was rationed and prices fixed by a Government Order, 25/9/1804 which stated, "Licensed keepers of drinking-

houses can get, at one time 32 gallons at 1/4 a gallon wholesale, which must be retailed at not more than 6d. a quart". 

 

The Brewery at Kissing Point 

James Squire's earliest ventures into brewing in the colony are described by Squire himself in evidence to the Bigge 

Inquiry into New South Wales and Van Diemens land in 1820.  Squire stated that he had made some beer "from hops 
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that I got from the 'Daedalus'.  I also brewed for General Grose and Col. Paterson for their own consumption from 

English malt".  (ref:  Journal of the Royal Historical Society December 1996).  This may have been as early as 1793. 

 

By 1797, Squire was establishing himself at Kissing Point as a commercial brewer.  The brewery comprised a brew house 

with two sets of coppers and a cellar.  Early Sydney Town News Sheets reported Squire's beer to be of excellent quality. 

By 1799 Squire was the licensed proprietor of the Malting Shovel Tavern at Kissing Point near where Ryde Wharf now 

stands.  The Inn had regular custom from the river boats.  The Squires Inn appears to have been acquired by the Smalls 

whose establishment was destroyed by fire in 1870.  (Squire's eldest daughter, Priscilla married Thomas Small after the 

death of her first husband Arthur Devlin). 

 

Surgeon Peter Miller Cunningham describes Squire's establishment in a series of letters dated 1827: 

"About seven miles up, to the right, is Squire's tavern, with its boat-wharf, and adjoining cleared enclosures and ample 

orchards.  Its enterprising proprietor, now no more, was the first colonial brewer, and long too the only one who 

prepared a colonial solatium for our drouthy population.  Squires's beer therefore was as well known and as celebrated in 

this as Meux and Co.'s in your hemisphere.  An epitaph on one of its votaries in Parramatta church-yard, (which the 

jocose compounder of the beverage took a pleasure in quoting) records its virtues in these two expressive lines:  "Ye who 

wish to lie here, Drink Squires's beer!" 

 

By 1802 Squire was experimenting with hop growing and he went on to establish Australia's first hop plantation.  

Squire's hops were used for brewing and he also prepared yeast for bread making.  His success in this venture is reported 

in the Government Gazette of 16 March 1806: 

"On Friday, Mr James Squire, settler and brewer at Kissing Point, waited upon His Excellency the Governor, at 

Government House, with two vines of hops taken from his own grounds.  On a vine from last year's cuttings were 

numbers of very fine bunches and upon the two-year-old cutting, the clusters, mostly ripe, were innumerable…and of a 

most exquisite flavour.  As a public recompense for the unremitting attention shown in bringing this valuable plant to 

such a high degree of perfection, His Excellency has directed a cow to be given to Mr Squire from the Government herd". 

 

In 1810 Squire offered 1000 hop plants for sale.  By 1819-20 his business had extended so much that he closed his wharf 

to passenger boats and requested one ton of hops from the Government to supplement his own supply. 

 

The Government Gazette of 21 March 1812 described his hop-making at Kissing Point: 

"Mr Squires' hop-planting at Kissing Point, comprising 5 acres, has, the present year, produced 2500lbs weight of fine 

hops which have been gathered this month (ie March, 1812).  As a proof of the fecundity of the plant in this Colony, 

when tolerably managed, we are assured that from 750 hills, planted the 10th October last, 150 lbs. Weight has been 

gathered.  The exertions of Mr Squires in rearing the hops have been progressively successful for the last five years, the 

preceding five have been wasted in experiments which failed for want of sufficient information in the treatment of this 

tender plant.  After a series of disappointments that much weakened the hope of eventual success, the animating season 

arrived to cheer him with the prospect of turning his labours to account.  This was in 1806 when he produced a single 

vine from the cuttings of which he extended his plantation.  In 1807 he produced a few pounds of perfect hops.  In 1808 

he produced 50lbs., and the following year 250lbs.  In 1810 he gathered 500lbs.;  in 1811, 750lbs.;  and in 1812 his crop 

has increased to double the last year's produce". 

 

Another description of Kissing Point accompanies a view of Kissing Point, New South Wales, by J. Lycett: 

"The Point, called Kissing Point, is that which is seen next below the house, on the same side of the water.  At the back of 

the house are several large paddocks, of very good land, which have been several years in a state of cultivation, having 
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produced excellent crops of Wheat, Indian Corn, Hops, potatoes etc. etc.  On the left of the house appears an extensive 

Hop-ground:  and numerous Lime and Lemon Trees, of very large growth, with which these gardens at the back of the 

house abound, are seen rising luxuriantly above the buildings." 

 

Squire became know as "friend and protector of the lower class of settlers…his assistance always accompanies his advice 

to the poor and unfortunate". 

 

Squire was also sympathetic to the local indigenous population.  He befriended Bennelong, a Dharug man of the Wangal 

clan.  Bennelong is reported to have lived his last years and was buried on Squire's property in 1813.  Nanbaree, called 

Andrew Sneap Hammond Douglas White and his mother are also reported to have been buried on Squire's property in 

Kissing Point. 

 

The Sydney Gazette of September 8, 1821 describes the death of Nanbaree:   

"a black native of this Colony.  He was about 37 years old, and was taken from the woods in a few months after the first 

establishment in 1788 by Dr White, after whom he was named.  His mother died just before of the small pox … and was 

buried by Mr Squire….  He lies interred in the same grave with Bennelong and his wife in Mr Squire's garden." 

 

The exact location of the graves is disputed by historians, but no evidence to suggest that they are within the subject site 

has been found. 

 

James Squire continued to operate his brewery at Kissing Point until his death at the age of 67 in 1822.  His eldest son, 

James, carried on the business. 

 

Following the death of James Squire junior in 1826, the business closed temporarily and the Estate was divided.  At that 

time, the Estate comprised some 1,500 acres in Kissing Point and elsewhere.  Most of the local land went to the Farnell 

Family.  (Thomas Farnell married Squire's youngest daughter Mary Ann in 1824.  Thomas and Mary Ann's eldest son 

James Squire Farnell was to become the first Australian-born Premier of New South Wales). 

 

The Kissing Point brewery was re-opened by Thomas Charles Farnell in 1828 and is believed to have closed in 1830. 

Remains of the brew house were demolished to accommodate a sheet makers shop when Lars Halvorsen Sons Pty Ltd 

established itself on a portion of James Squire's original holding. 

 

Lars Halvorsen Sons 

Lars Halvorsen Sons established their yards at Drummoyne in 1925 and expanded to Careening Cove in 1927, Neutral Bay 

in 1927, Ryde in 1940 and Bobbin Head in 1946. The normal activities of Lars Halvorsen Sons, were the designing 

building and servicing of pleasure and commercial craft of wood construction, including motor yachts and Pacific Island 

trading. During the war however Halvorsen resources were occupied in the construction of service craft.  

 

Lars Halvorsen was born in 1887. He travelled to America to study boat building and returned to Norway to work in 

1909. He had a prosperous business with a large work force due to Norway's neutrality. After the war this prosperity 

ended. In 1922 aged 35 he chose to leave Norway having suffered financial ruin in a sudden disaster. The family settled 

in Capetown before moving to Sydney via Adelaide in 1922. The family lived in Gladesville. 

 

Halvorsen first rented sheds at Drummoyne but relocated to Careening Cove near the present day Ensemble Theatre and 

then Neutral Bay in 1927. In 1928 they produced the first trailer boat. During the depression he built a speedboat 
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Kangaroo and took 'thrill' rides to supplement his income as no market existed for pleasure boats. 

 

Lars Halvorsen died suddenly at the age of 49 in 1936 and the firm continued to be run by his sons Harold, Bijarne, Carl, 

Trig and Magnus. The three sisters were not involved in the business.  

 

The Lars Halvorsen site opposite the former Gas Company continued to be used by Halvorsens and remains a marine area 

today. The move to Ryde was prompted by the approval difficulties faced by North Sydney Council. Council attempted to 

rescind the permission to build a boat shed but were defeated. It was suggested that Halvorsen move further up Port 

Jackson where there was an area zoned for ship building. They purchased land in Gladesville and relocated in 1940 

retaining Neutral Bay only as a service area. They continued to manufacture boats from this site until 1978. 

 

War Activity 

The outbreak of World War II changed Ryde's industrial development. Ryde possessed a minor industrial component, in 

the 1940's. Harold Meggitt Ltd. on the old Bedlam Point Road, now Looking Glass Bay, make linseed oil and protein meal 

on that site from 1923. Lars Halvorsen Sons Pty Ltd established itself on a portion of James Squire's original holding, 

when the old wharf and brewery was still in evidence. The remains of the brew house were demolished to accommodate 

the new Lars Halvorsen sheet-metal shop. 

 

No sooner had Halvorsen's yard commenced operations in 1940 than it was diverted to wartime production, including 

112 foot "Fairmiles" for the Pacific Islands campaign and the firm's own design of crash-boats for the R.A.A.F. In four and 

a half years no less than 240 boats of various types were built at Ryde and a sizeable labour force, numbering more than 

350 men, was engaged. 

 

During the war, Halvorsens were primarily occupied in the production of war vessels. 237 craft ranging from 22ft. to 

112ft. in length were constructed. The majority of these, including 38ft. and 62ft. service craft were designed by 

Halvorsen. Although producing service craft, the company was never subsidised by Government assistance. 24-knot, 38-

footers, were mainly constructed, originally designed for the R.A.A.F. as a seaplane tender they were subsequently used 

as command craft and for fast supply by the U.S. Army and for air-sea rescue, torpedo recovery and patrol work by 

Australian Forces. The 62-footer supplied to the U.S. Army for use as a fast supply and ambulance craft, were used in the 

Philippine and New Guinea campaigns.  

 

While other companies were formed to cater for this need such as Slazenger and Concrite Construction on the 

Parramatta River they did not continue to produce boats after the war. Other existing marine yards such as Williams of 

Drummoyne or W. Holmes of Milsons Point were not actively involved in the production of service boats. Halvorsen and 

Sons had also produced boats for World War I. The boat production shared a similar priority to the construction of 

aircraft. No restrictions occurred with regard the provision of materials or labour. After World War II the firm returned to 

the production of pleasure craft but continued Navy contracts. The war had resulted in significant changes to production 

techniques and material. The introduction of fibreglass was significant. The lightness of this material also allowed boats to 

be produced away from water sites. 

 

Gladesville Yard  

On the 5th March 1941 Ryde Council approved BA 551/41 Proposed boat building factory on Lot B, Waterview. The BA 

proposed a timber frame factory, 212' x 150' and office quarters 48' x 30', six W.C.'s and a septic tank system. The roof 

was corrugated fibro cement. The Gladesville boatyard replaced the firms original headquarters at Neutral Bay which was 

maintained as a service branch. The number of people employed at the yard was generally 40 but expanded to 340 



Job No: 1520 Halvorsen, 20 Waterview Street, Putney 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Architectural Projects Pty Limited: 1520.07.01.R3.070814.doc 8 

2014-08-08  4:09 PM 

during wartime when contractors with no previous marine experience were trained. 

 

The initial work of building these 38-footers was carried out with the hull upside down. After planking the hull was 

turned and placed on a mobile cradle on rails which ran right through the building and extended to form slipways into 

the water. The boat moved  along the track from one construction crew to the next as each section of the work was 

done and on completion rolled down the launching ways still resting on the original cradle. They were completed at the 

rate of two boats per week. In all, no fewer than 147 of these 38-footers were constructed during a 4 1/2 year period 

during wartime. 

 

The yard occupied five acres of land on the northern bank. All construction work carried out completely under cover 

inside the main building, which measured 310ft. long by 150ft. in width. Walls were made of Asbestos Cement sheet 

over wooden framing, with a corrugated roof of similar material. Mezzanine floors provided space for the machinery 

shop, paint shop, electricians and riggers section and offices. The engineering section, together with blacksmith's and 

lumber's shops and stores, occupied a space of 150ft. by 150 feet. The machine shop had six drilling machines, a milling 

machine, and seven lathes ranging from 4ins. to 12ins. centre capacity. This equipment enabled the company to produce 

most of the boat fittings it required. Castings were received in the rough and suitable provision was made for these to be 

machined on the premises. The sheet metal shop had a guillotine and bending machine, both of 6ft. capacity, and other 

gear necessary for the fabrication of fuel and water tanks. With an adjoining shed which occupied a separated building 

100ft. by 30ft. All buildings have level wooden floors complete with the production-line method of construction applied 

to the Halvorsen 38 defence boats. This production line technique played a big part in maintaining rapid production at a 

time when boats were required. 

 

Neutral Bay 

From October 1943, to September 1945, 500 slippings were carried out at the servicing branch, Neutral Bay. The branch 

had fueling facilities, five slipways for craft up to 90ft. length and 100 tons weight, a three-ton crane equipment for 

engineering jobs of all kinds, including complete motor overhauls, and both electric and oxy-acetylene welding plant. U.S. 

Army craft serviced included 27 Flat Tops and a large number of barges. All were completely reconditioned, cleaned and 

painted, while in some cases extensive repairs were carried out.  

Efficient slipway gear, high-pressure hoses for cleaning decks and the application of spray painting combined to speed up 

the work to the stage where two 45ft. punts per day could be slipped, cleaned, hosed and painted throughout. 

Altogether 267 servicing jobs were carried out for the U.S. Army and 57 for the Australian Forces. 

 

 

Lars Halvorsen Sons Boat Builders 

Their reputation as boat builders spread beyond Australia to islands of the Pacific as well as to America. The construction 

of boats for the missionary assisted this. Lars Halvorsen also undertook extensive work for Burns Philp. 

Lars Halvorsens Sons were associated with the construction of many famous boats due to their clientele or their racing 

success. While at Neutral Bay they constructed the pleasure craft of Stuart Doyle head of Union Theatres. The internal 

fitout of the boat was completed by the employees of the State Theatre.  

 

The company concentrated on the production of motor cruisers in the 30-80 foot range. Some well-known yachts, 

Sydney-Hobart race winners, Anitra and Freyer, Solveig and Gretel, were made by Halvorsen. Anitra, Freyer and Solveig 

were winners of the Sydney to Hobart races and Halvorsens three time victory in this race has not been matched. Gretel 

was Australia's first challenger for the coveted America's Cup in 1962. They constructed the Gretel in high security 

situation the boat being clad in hessian to conceal the hull. Carl Halvorsen's last task was to construct the mast of the 
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Katherine Gillette on display at the Sydney Maritime Museum. Their association with pleasure craft brought them in 

contact with many celebrities, Errol Flynn, Ted Turner, Lex Albert, Bob Hope and Jack Lang were among their clients. The 

King of Norway visited the Ryde site in the 1970's. 

 

Navy Occupation 

The Navy purchased the site in 1978 amidst protest from the Council and residents. During this time additional structures 

such as toilets and mess halls were constructed. Four of the six slipways were removed and the concrete apron 

constructed. The site was sold in 1991 to Australian Defence Industries in then in 1998 to Lilac Pty Ltd, which currently 

owns the site. 

 

2.2. RELEVANT HISTORICAL THEMES 

NATIONAL  STATE LOCAL 

Building, settlements, towns and 

cities 

Towns, suburbs and villages: 

• Activities associated with creating, 

planning and managing urban 

functions, landscapes and lifestyles in 

towns, suburbs and villages. 

 

 

Building, settlements, towns and 

cities 

Land tenure: 

• Activities and processes for 

identifying forms of ownership and 

occupancy of land 

 

 

 

2.3. GENERAL 

The site has been subject to clearance and intensive ground disturbance from the early nineteenth century with early 

agricultural use and occupation of the brewery (Refer Fig 2.1) and through the twentieth century with Halvorsen's 

occupation.  The site currently supports marine related uses. 

 

2.4. EVIDENCE OF ABORIGINAL OCCUPATION 

The local Aboriginal community is represented by the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council (MLALC).  Aboriginal 

Sites Officer, Allen Madden is recognised as a traditional ancestral land owner for the Dharug area and has inspected the 

site and prepared a report assessing the Aboriginal heritage significance of the site.  No Aboriginal engravings or relics 

were found. This report is included at Appendix 4. The National Parks and Wildlife Service Inventory Sheet have not 

identified any Aboriginal sites within the Boat Yard but two sites are identified in the locality.  (Refer Appendix 5). 

 

The site of the former Halvorsen's Boatyard is not currently identified as an Aboriginal site on Ryde City Council's Heritage 

Register.  (13 sites are identified, the closest being Item 251 Kissing Point Park, and Item 252, Settlers Park). 

Council also holds a map which identified sixty Aboriginal sites of significance, including sites in Kissing Point, Kissing 

Point Park and Settlers Park, but the subject site is not identified. 

 

2.5. EVIDENCE OF EARLY EUROPEAN OCCUPATION SQUIRES BREWERY  

Remains of the brew house are recorded as being demolished to accommodate a sheet makers shop during the period of 

occupation of the site by Halvorsen.  There is no visible evidence on site of occupation by James Squire's Brewery, 

although a monument erected in 1988 on Waterview Street commemorates this association.  The map prepared by  

Dr Peter B Mitchell, December 2013 (Fig 2.2) indicates that the brew house was located on the site. 
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2.6. EVIDENCE OF EUROPEAN OCCUPATION HALVORSENS  

Building 1, the main Halvorsens shed is the main visible evidence of occupation of the site by Halvorsen.   Retention of 

marine related activities will enable this use to be interpreted.  The timber wharf, constructed between 1930 and 1945 is 

associated with this period of occupation.  Retention of the timber wharf, which is dilapidated, is not possible. 
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3.  PHYSICAL ANALYSIS 

3.1. DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE & SETTING 

The site fronts Waterview Street Putney and is located on the north bank of the Parramatta River.  It is approximately to 

the east of the Rhodes Bridge.  The subject land consists of eleven lots held as freehold title, one lease from Roads and 

Maritime Services (RMS) and a Road Permit of Land and Water Conservation to use an unmade road (Princess Street).  

The title is:  Lot 1 DP 430647, lot 2 DP 704878, Lot 1 DP 70489, Lot 440-447 DP 15224, with a freehold land area 

approximately 1561 ha and a lease from the RMS of 2,231sqm.  

 

The site was inspected on 1 July 2014 by Jennifer Hill and Elizabeth Gibson. (Fig 1.1) 

It currently has a boat building and repair shed with attached workshops.  It has an attached dilapidated caretaker's unit 

on the north west side of the building.  There is a mess hall with associated facilities such as toilets and change rooms 

also on the south east part of the site.  To the rear of the mess hall is an on-grade asphalt car park with another similar 

carpark further north.  On approximately the middle of the site is a freestanding fibro dwelling with a detached garage. 

On the south of the main boat shed is a large concrete hard stand area with two slipways to the east of the hard stand 

area.  

 

There is extensive vegetation on the north-eastern side which bounds Waterview Street.  On the foreshore there are 

mangroves surrounded by extensive mature vegetation. 

 

The site currently houses marine related uses with an associated carpark at the western end of Waterview Street frontage.  

The site boundaries extend over the water and the land includes two jetties. 

 

The site is extensively disturbed due to the construction of the large industrial building, and no physical evidence of any 

pre European or early European occupation is evident. There is potential that archaeological deposits relating to these 

periods of occupation may occur as noted in Australian Museum Consulting Report of Former Halvorsen’s Boatyard 20 

Waterview Street Putney Archaeological Assessment and research design Appendix 2. 

  

3.2. DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING 1 

Building 1 is the focus of the Halvorsen occupation of the site  

The existing 1939 building can be defined as 2 key areas which reflect the historical development of the site. 

Generally, the building was built as a basic industrial building and features simple timber columns (mast blanks). The 

original building has a structural logic, which exhibits a repetitive character. The structure and elevated timber working 

platforms remain insitu. The original AC sheet walling has been removed. The additions to the main buildings, which are 

concurrent with it and later, exhibit little of the structural logic of the original. The level of integrity of building 1 primarily 

relates to its structure. The wall cladding, fenestration treatment, door treatment and roof sheeting have all been 

replaced over time although the form of the building is retained. The significant fabric of the building relates to the 

original structural timber and the original structural timber fenestration treatment, which should be retained. 

 

3.3. DESCRIPTION OF POST 1930’S TIMBER WHARF 

There is a timber wharf constructed between 1930 and 1945, which is dilapidated and access to it was not possible.  
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4.  ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

4.1. GENERAL 

A statement of cultural significance is a declaration of the value and importance given to a place or item, by the 

community. It acknowledges the concept of a place or item having an intrinsic value that is separate from its economic 

value. 

 

There are a number of recognised and pre-tested guidelines for assessing the cultural significance of a place or item 

established by organisations including among others, the ICOMOS (International Committee on Monuments and Sites, 

Australia), The National Trust of Australia, The Australian Heritage Council (Australian Government) and in New South 

Wales by the NSW Heritage Council (The Heritage Branch of the Office of Environment and Heritage). 

 

The Heritage Council’s criteria ‘NSW Heritage Assessment Criteria’ are based on the Australian Heritage Commission 

criteria and encompass the five values in the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter; Historical Significance, Historical 

Association Significance, Aesthetic Significance, Scientific Significance, Social Significance and ‘two’ grading level Rarity 

and Representativeness. These criteria were gazetted following amendments to the Heritage Act, which came into force 

in April 1999 and further amended in 2004. 

 

This report uses the NSW Heritage Assessment Criteria to assess the significance of the study area. 

 

4.2. CRITERION A – HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The site has historical significance for its association with James Squire, pioneer of Australia's brewing industry and 

important early settler of Ryde.  Squire and his brewery also have associations by marriage to other important pioneer 

families notably, the Devlins and the Farnells. 

 

The site has considerable historical significance as the site of Australia's first hops brewery.  Squires brewery operated at 

Kissing Point from around 1797 through to 1830. 

 

The site and the production facilities best embodied by the production shed has considerable significance as the site of 

wartime production and the location for Gretal and other significant racing boats. 

The timber wharf has moderate significance and has a low level of integrity. 

The concrete apron modification to the wharf and various structure, including mess hall and toilet blocks have low 

significance as evidence of the naval occupation from 1978. 

 

4.3. CRITERION B – SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The research has not revealed particular significance of the site to the local Aboriginal community. 

 

4.4. CRITERION C – AESTHETIC VALUES 

This research has not revealed any further significance under this criteria. 

 

4.5. CRITERION E – TECHNICAL/RESEARCH VALUE 

The site has potential to yield archaeological information about the: 

- Brewing practices in the Colony of New South Wales from the early nineteenth century, through to 1830. 

- Pre-European occupation by Wallumedegal Clan. 

Information relating to pre European occupation is available from less disturbed sites in near vicinity. 
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The slipway is one of a remaining group of slipways within the Sydney Harbour which exhibit a curved arc. 

 

4.6. CRITERION F - RARITY 

The site represents a rare aspect of the early European settlement of Ryde and the history of brewing in Australia. 

The site continued usage as a centre of marine activity is rare within the Parramatta River Basin. 

 

4.7. CRITERION G - REPRESENTATIVE 

The slipway is one of a remaining group of slipways within the Sydney Harbour which exhibit a curved arc. 

 

4.8. INTACTNESS 

The site is extensively disturbed. 

 

4.9. GRADING OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 GRADING JUSTIFICATION STATUS 

A EXCEPTIONAL Rare or outstanding element directly 

contributing to an item’s local and 

State significance. 

Fulfils criteria for local or State 

listing 

    

B HIGH High degree of original fabric. 

Demonstrates a key element of the 

item’s significance. Alterations do not 

detract from significance. 

Fulfils criteria for local or State 

listing. 

    

C MODERATE Elements of typical representative 

quality. 

Altered or modified elements. Elements 

with little heritage value, but which 

contribute to the overall significance of 

the item. 

Fulfils criteria for local or State 

listing. 

    

D LITTLE Alterations detract from significance.  

Difficult to interpret. 

Does not fulfil criteria for local 

or State listing. 

    

E 

 

INTRUSIVE Damaging to the item’s heritage 

significance. 

Does not fulfil criteria for local 

or State listing. 
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Schedule of significant fabric 

The schedule of existing fabric notes the relevant area and its level of significance. 

ELEMENT GRADING 

The Site C 

  

The 1939 Building 1  B 

The Exterior C 

North Façade C 

South Façade C 

East Façade C 

West Façade C 

Structure B 

 

The Interior C 

The roof structure C 

The wall structure C 

The wall cladding D 

The wall opening C 

The timber fenestration treatment B/C 

Flooring - concrete slab D 

Flooring – timber C 

 

The Addit ions  C 

 

Building 2  F C Building  D 

Building 3 F C Building D  

Building 4 F C Building D 

Building 5 Concrete Building D 

Building 6 Log  Building D 

Building 7 F C Building D 

Building 8 F C Garage D 

Building 9 F C Building D 

Building 10 Shed D 

Building 11 Shed D 

Building 12 Shadecloth Garage D 

Building 13  Concrete Block Building  D 

Building 14  Concrete Block Building D 

Building 15 F C  Building Winch Housing  D 

Concrete Apron D 

The 1930-45 remnant Jetty C 

The Squires Wharf B 

The slipways within Building 1  C 

The slipways beyond Building 1  C 
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4.10. DISCUSSION OF THE GRADING OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of the original structural timber and the original structural timber of fenestration treatment of Building 1 

warrant retention. 

The significance of the remaining buildings on the site does not warrant retention. 

The significance of the remnant jetty on the site does not warrant retention and its condition is deteriorated to a point 

that it is not feasible to retain it. 

Retention of the slipways, beyond the building 1 footprint, that are still in use warrant retention.  

 

4.11. SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The site has low significance for its potential to reveal information relating to occupation of the area by the 

Wallumedgeal Clan. 

 

The site is significant for its associations with James Squire, an important early settler of the Ryde district and pioneer of 

Australia's brewing industry.  The site also has some significance in its association with the Devlin and Farnell families, 

who were important early settlers. 

The site has considerable significance as the site of the first hops brewery in Australia, which operated from 1797 to 

1880. 

 

The site has potential to yield archaeological information about the early brewing practices in the Colony of New South 

Wales. 

 

The site is significant as the site of Lars Halvorsen Sons. The production shed Building 1 has high significance.  The post 

1930’s Timber Wharf has moderate significance but has a low level of integrity.  Lars Halvorsen Sons was an important 

forerunner in the development of industry in the Ryde Area. Lars Halvorsen Sons was important in the development of 

marine industry on the Parramatta River and generally. Their period of boat production continues from 1925 and 1940 on 

the site. The hire service continued at Bobbin Head. They were responsible for the construction of the mast of the 

Katherine Gillette now housed in the Maritime Museum. Lars Halvorsen Sons were the only marine producers who 

operated before and after the war to provide production of service boats for war effort in both World Wars. Their 

production rated a high priority status during wartime. Halvorsen and Sons were prominent in Sydney society. Their 

involvement with the Norwegian community was recognised by a special visit by the King of Norway and a knighthood to 

Carl Halvorsen. The original timber structure and elevated timberwork platforms have significance as evidence of earlier 

boat construction techniques. 
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5.  CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

5.1. GENERAL 

A general policy for the preservation of a building and site is based on recognition of its significance and the relevant 

constraints, the chief constraint being the Statement of Significance. These constraints may extend to development on 

site in the vicinity. 

 

5.2. CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PLACE 

5.2.1. Any archaeological evidence of occupation of site by James Squire's brewery should be recorded and assessed. 

5.2.2. Any archaeological evidence of pre-European occupation of the site should be recorded and assessed. 

5.2.3. The association of the place with James Squire, his brewery and the early development of Ryde should be 

interpreted. 

5.2.4. Given that Lars Halvorsen Sons ceased operation on the site in 1978, it is important that interpretation of their 

occupation on the site occur. The best interpretation of this occupation is through a continuation of marine 

related uses.   

 

5.3. CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ITEMS IN THE VICINITY 

5.3.1. NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

The building and site is not included in the Aboriginal Sites Register.  Two Aboriginal sites are recorded in the area.  These 

sites are not in the close vicinity of the boat yard.  All Aboriginal sites are protected under the National parks and Wildlife 

Act 1974, regardless of their inclusion on the Sites Register. 

 

5.3.2. RYDE CITY COUNCIL 

The building and site is not included in the Council's heritage Inventory or database of Aboriginal sites. 

 

5.4. CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES ARISING FROM HERITAGE PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 

5.4.1. Australian Heritage Council 

The building and site is not included on the National Heritage List, The Commonwealth Heritage List nor on the list of 

items nominated for evaluation. The building and site is not covered by statutory protection provided pursuant to the 

EPBC Act 

 

5.4.2. Heritage Council of NSW / NSW Heritage Act 

The building and site is not covered by statutory protection provided pursuant to the NSW Heritage Act 1977. No 

constraints apply as at 05.08.2014. 

 

5.4.3. National Trust (NSW) 

The building and site is not classified by the National Trust (NSW). Listings in this register impose no legal restrictions. No 

constraints apply. 

 

5.4.4. AIA Register of Significant Buildings 

The building is not listed as a heritage item by the AIA. Listings in this register impose no legal restrictions. No constraints 

apply. 

 

5.4.5. Australian Institute of Engineers 

The building is not listed as a heritage item by the RAIE. Listings in this register impose no legal restrictions. No 

constraints apply. 
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5.4.6. Art Deco Register of NSW 

The building is not listed as a heritage item by the Art Deco Society of NSW. Listings in this register impose no legal 

restrictions. No constraints apply. 

 

5.4.7. Section 170 Register  

The site and building is not listed as a heritage item on any 170 Register of any Government Body. Listings in this register 

impose no legal restrictions. No constraints apply. 

 

5.4.8. Ryde Council 

The site and building is not listed as a heritage item in Ryde LEP Schedule 5. 

 

5.4.9. SYDNEY HARBOUR CATCHMENT REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2005 

The Sydney Harbour Catchment Regional Environmental Plan 2005 lists the site as a heritage item of state significance 

under Schedule 4. 

 

The Sydney Harbour Catchment Regional Environmental Plan 2005 is now deemed a State Environmental Planning Policy 

(SEPP). 
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6.  STATEMENT OF CONSERVATION POLICY 

A Statement of Conservation Policy is a document that provides guidelines to assess many different proposals. Policies for 

the preservation of a Conservation Area or Heritage Item are based on recognition of its significance and the relevant 

constraints. Conservation can be regarded as the management of change and can be applicable whether or not the 

building has reached the threshold for listing as a heritage item or as a contributing component of a streetscape or 

Conservation Area. 

 

The future conservation and development of the place should be carried out in accordance with the principles of the 

Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (Burra Charter) as revised in 1999. 

 

The Statement of Cultural Significance together with any more detailed assessments of individual items in the policy 

section should be accepted as one of the bases for future planning and work on the place. 

 

The policies recommended in this document should be endorsed by all parties as a guide to future conservation and 

development of the place. 

 

All work in the building shall be undertaken on the basis of known evidence. 

 

All work affecting significant fabric should be designed and constructed under the constant supervision of a qualified 

conservation practitioner approved by the Heritage Council of New South Wales. Assessment of cultural significance, and 

consequent decisions on conservation, should be modified if necessary in the light of further information obtained during 

conservation work. 

 

This document should be reviewed regularly as the need arises or when new information comes to light. 

 

These policies are additional to those outlined in the Heritage Assessment dated May 2000. 

 

6.1. REVIEW OF THE CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT POLICIES 

6.1.1. Policy  - Conservation Management  

The Statement of Conservation Management Policy Section 5 should be adopted to guide all work to the building and 

continually reviewed. 

 

6.2. CONSERVATION OF BUILDING FABRIC 

6.2.1. Policy - Fabric Conservation 

No significant item identified in this plan should be despoiled and/or removed from the building prior to understanding 

the significance of the item and its contribution to the significance of the place. 

 

6.3. INTERVENTION 

Background 

Article 3 of The Burra Charter indicates that conservation is based on a respect for the existing fabric of a place and 

should therefore involve the least possible physical intervention in order not to distort the evidence provided by the fabric. 
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Adaptations of existing fabric for practical reasons such as installation of new services and equipment, and the need to 

meet fire safety and other statutory requirements may be required in terms of securing a viable use for the building 

components as a whole, and satisfying the changing needs of the general public. 

 

Guidelines 

• Intervention into any building fabric should respect the integrity of the extant material, be carefully controlled, and 

be limited to that required by the proposed works. 

• Limited intervention for exploratory or research purposes should generally be restricted to approved programs of 

re-use, or upgrading of service areas and facilities. 

• Intervention should not be detrimental to the original fabric. 

• Existing service areas may be upgraded. Any upgrading is subject to the proper approval process. 

• New internal floor coverings are permissible, but should have minimal impact on the floor structure. 

 

6.3.1. Policy  - Restrict Intervention  

It is desirable that intervention into building fabric for non-conservation purposes should generally be restricted to 

approved programs of re-use or upgrading of service areas and facilities. 

 

6.3.2. Policy  - Minimise Impact of Intervention 

It is desirable that where intervention in significant fabric is unavoidable, the loss of cultural significance should be 

minimised. Such intervention should occur in areas of lower rather than higher significance. 

 

6.4. INTERPRETATION 
6.4.1. Policy – Appropriate Interpretation 

The heritage significance of the building should be interpreted on site by appropriate methods making reference to 

existing / extant evidence that can be utilised in interpretation as the starting point in preference to relying on introducing 

new material). 

This would include the retained structure and identified elements of building 1 which was the primary focus of the 

Halvorsens occupation. 

6.4.2. Policy – Interpretation of Original Use  

The association of the site with James Squire, his brewery and the early development of Ryde should be interpreted. 

The site’s significance as the Lars Halvorsen Sons Boatsheds should also be interpreted. 

 

6.4.3. Policy – Retention of Original Building Name 

Consideration should be given for the continued use of the Lars Halvorsen name given its 70 year presence in area and 

the period of occupation of the building. The building was purposely built for its use and the building facades continued 

to display the original signage. The building continued to be used for marine activities. Naming of other elements 

associated with the site could occur. (See Appendix 8 for potential naming options). 

 

6.4.4. Policy 

A plaque, consistent with others in the area, could be fixed to the external facade adjacent to the original entrance of the 

building noting the building's construction date and original use.  
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6.5. FUTURE USE 

6.5.1. Policy - Future Use 

The future use of the building should be compatible with its conservation and ideally part of the site should remain as 

marine related activities. 

 

The policies set out in this document should be applied irrespective of the uses that occupy the building. 

 

6.5.2. Policy - Incremental Changes of Use 

Proposed changes of use to any part of the building should only be considered in the context of a coordinated plan for 

the whole building. 

 

Background 

The original use of the building has not been changed. It is preferable that the building encompasses some marine 

activities such as marine and dry boat storage.  New uses should be selected which are most compatible with the 

retention and recovery of the character and significance of the building. The approach should be sufficiently flexible to 

ensure that the building and setting retain the identified cultural significance of the place. 

 

Suitable uses would include commercial uses, marine activities such as marine and dry boat storage and residential use so 

long as these don’t restrict the ability to maintain marine activities. 

 

6.6. ARCHAEOLOGY MONITORING 

6.6.1. Archaeology Permit  

In accordance with the Heritage Act 1977, any excavation where relics may be disturbed requires an excavation permit. 

 

6.6.2. Policy - Archaeology 

All work involving excavation of a site that has archaeological potential should be carried out under archaeological 

supervision by a qualified archaeologist. 

 

6.6.3. Policy – Archaeology 

Based on the significance of the site, any ground disturbance on the property should be subject to archaeological 

monitoring. 

 

6.6.4. Policy – Archaeology During Construction 

The site should be monitored by an archaeologist during periods of demolition and earth works for potential 

archaeological remains pertaining to pre-European and early European occupation of the site. (Refer Appendix 9 City of 

Ryde Council Files, Archaeological potential of 20 Waterview Street, Ryde, Notes prepared by Dr P.B. Mitchell, Dec 2013) 

The proposed development should not detrimentally impact upon Aboriginal sites. If any Aboriginal sites or relics are 

unearthed during any stage of development, work should cease and the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council and 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service should be notified. 

 

Prior to the commencement of ground disturbance, a permit to monitor the site is required.  A detailed Archaeological 

assessment and cross-referencing of historic maps is required.  Test pits are required to be undertaken prior to the 

existing concrete slab being removed.  Removal of the existing concrete in specific areas identified in the Archaeological 

Assessment need to be undertaken by saw cutting and removal of the slab to ensure no disturbance of the ground area.  

A period of two months is required to allow an assessment of the uncovered area in identified specific areas. 
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6.7. APPROPRIATE SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE 

6.7.1. Policy – Skills and Experience 

Relevant and experienced professional conservation advice should be provided for all conservation, maintenance, 

adaptation and repair work proposals and programs on the building.  Detailed design should be carried out in 

consultation with a heritage consultant to ensure the new buildings additions are sympathetic to the main building. 
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7.  STATEMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT – HALVORSEN SITE 

Figure 6.01.  Original Building, Original Timber Structure Mast Posts, 

Looking Northeast 

IMG_2029 Architectural Projects 

 

 

Figure 6.02.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing Framing, Looking 

West 

IMG_2030 Architectural Projects 
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7.1. THE PROPOSAL 

The Proposal includes mixed use comprising: 

• Marina with 50 floating berths    

• Adaptive (mixed) reuse of large industrial shed for:  

- Retail: ground floor (1,860m•) including Food and drink premises  

- Business premises, Shops, and Kiosk  

- Residential apartments  

- Boat storage (dry storage: vertical stacking 100 boats) 

• 19 x 2 storey townhouses  

• 3 storey Residential flat building containing 27 units  

• At grade Car parking comprising 30 spaces for non residential, and 114 basement: spaces for residential  

• Vehicular access via dual access points (separating residential and non residential uses) 

 

Detailed design of the proposed buildings are yet to be undertaken.  This will occur at the Development Application stage 

should the site be rezoned. 

 

The area in front of the wharf is to be dredged. The concrete apron is to be extended and the slipways partially retained 

in a non-operational status, below the concrete apron. The tracks are to be removed from the interior of the shed which 

does not impact on the retention of the site for marine activities. Various structures associated with the period of Navy 

occupation are to be removed.   

 

The production shed remains and continues as a place of marine activity. The retention of the operation of the slipways in 

part. Plaques and photographs and memorabilia which indicate the period of occupation by Halvorsen will be located on 

the site. Components of the new proposal will be named to interpret the various phases of European occupation of the  

site as recommended in Appendix 8. 

 

7.2. SIGNIFICANCE (STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE) 

The site has low significance for its potential to reveal information relating to occupation of the area by the 

Wallumedgeal Clan. 

 

The site is significant for its associations with James Squire, an important early settler of the Ryde district and pioneer of 

Australia's brewing industry.  The site also has some significance in its association with the Devlin and Farnell families, 

who were important early settlers. 

The site has considerable significance as the site of the first hops brewery in Australia, which operated from 1797 to 

1880. 

 

The site has potential to yield archaeological information about the early brewing practices in the Colony of New South 

Wales. 

 

The site is significant as the site of Lars Halvorsen Sons. The production shed Building 1 has high significance.  The post 

1930’s Timber Wharf has moderate significance but has a low level of integrity.  Lars Halvorsen Sons was an important 

forerunner in the development of industry in the Ryde Area. Lars Halvorsen Sons was important in the development of 

marine industry on the Parramatta River and generally. Their period of boat production continues from 1925 and 1940 on 

the site. The hire service continued at Bobbin Head. They were responsible for the construction of the mast of the 
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Katherine Gillette now housed in the Maritime Museum. Lars Halvorsen Sons were the only marine producers who 

operated before and after the war to provide production of service boats for war effort in both World Wars. Their 

production rated a high priority status during wartime. Halvorsen and Sons were prominent in Sydney society. Their 

involvement with the Norwegian community was recognised by a special visit by the King of Norway and a knighthood to 

Carl Halvorsen. The original timber structure and elevated timberwork platforms have significance as evidence of earlier 

boat construction techniques. 

 

7.3. ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT 

Pre European Phase of Occupation 

The proposed development will not impact upon areas of bushland or undisturbed ground as the site has been 

extensively cleared and disturbed.  Buffer zones will provide protection for the foreshore and mangrove community 

during the construction period. 

 

The proposed development will not impact on areas of importance to the local Aboriginal community, nor on Aboriginal 

sites identified by the NPWS and Ryde Council, which are well removed from the subject site. 

 

European Phase of Occupation Squires Brewery 

A monument funded by Ryde City Council and located on Waterview Street commemorates the occupation of the site by 

James Squire and the Brewery. 

 

Archaeological Potential 

Monitoring of the site during demolition and earthworks period will provide protection for potential archaeological 

remains. With the above measures set in place during construction period, there should be no impact upon Aboriginal or 

early European heritage significance of the site and surrounds. The carparking extends within an area identified as having 

archaeology potential.  Clause 5.6 Archaeology Monitoring of the Statement of Conservation Policy identifies appropriate 

strategies in the event that significant finds are identified. 

 

European Phase of Occupation Halvorsens  

The proposal which retains the site for marine activities combined with residential will continue to allow the significance 

of the site to be interpreted. The adaptive reuse of the Production Shed Building 1 will retain the most important structure 

associated with the Halvorsen’s period of occupation.  The timber wharf, dating from 1930 to 1943, which remains in a 

fragile and remnant condition, is to be demolished in accordance with the requirements from RMS guidelines.   

 

7.4. ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT USING THE HERITAGE OFFICE GUIDELINES 

7.4.1. How is the impact of the new development on the heritage s ignif icance of the item or area to 

be minimised? 

The impact of the new development on the heritage significance of the site is minimised by the adaptive reuse of the 

main building on the site, Building 1 including the retention of marine related uses, and by the proposed scale of new 

buildings on the site which will be subservient to the main structure. 

 

7.4.2. Can the addit ional area be located within an exist ing structure?  I f  not, why not? 

The new development area is partially located within an existing structure however additional area is required beyond this 

retained building. The additional area in part reflects the demolition of various non significant buildings on the site which 

will be subservient to the main structure. 
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7.4.3. Will  the addit ions v isual ly dominate the heritage item? 

The additions do not dominate the main building on the site and are located fronting Waterview Street and separated by 

a landscape buffer from Building 1.  A second building is set perpendicular to the main building but is subservient to the 

scale of the main building. 

7.4.4. Is  the development s ited on any known, or potential ly s ignif icant archaeological deposits?  I f  

so, have alternative s ites been considered?  Why were they rejected? 

The development is sited on known, or potentially significant archaeological deposits which is addressed in an 

archaeological management strategy. (Appendix 2) Australian Museum Consulting (AMC). 

7.4.5. Are the addit ions sympathetic to the heritage item? 

The additions are subservient in scale to the existing building. The additions can be designed to be sympathetic to the 

heritage item at the DA stage and should be designed in consultation with a heritage consultant. 

7.4.6. Why is the new development required to be adjacent to a heritage item? 

The new development is separated from the Building 1  

7.4.7. How does the curt i lage al lowed around the heritage item contr ibute to the retention of i ts 

heritage s ignif icance? 

The separation of new development from Building 1 will enable it to be understood as the original Halvorsens Boat shed. 

7.4.8. How does the new development affect v iews to, and from, the heritage item?  What has been 

done to minimise negative effects? 

The location of development ensures that the views of Building 1, from the water and shoreline opposite, (which is the 

primary view) are retained. 

7.4.9. Will  the publ ic and users st i l l  be able to v iew and appreciate its s ignif icance? 

The retention of Building 1, the retention of marine related activities will enable public and users to view and appreciate 

the site’s heritage significance, subject to detailed design and interpretation strategies.  
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8.  STATEMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT – 1930’S WHARF 

Figure 6.01. F

i 

View southeast of two remnant Halvorsen’s slipways and 

partially collapsed wharf  

 AM Consulting 

 

 

 

8.1. THE PROPOSAL 

The Proposal includes demolition of the post 1930’s wharf due to its deteriorated condition 

 

8.2. SUMMARY HISTORY OF THE STUDY AREA AND BUILDING 

Lars Halvorsen Sons 

Lars Halvorsen Sons established their yards at Drummoyne in 1925 and expanded to Careening Cove in 1927, Neutral Bay 

in 1927, Ryde in 1940 and Bobbin Head in 1946. The normal activities of Lars Halvorsen Sons, were the designing 

building and servicing of pleasure and commercial craft of wood construction, including motor yachts and Pacific Island 

trading. During the war however Halvorsen resources were occupied in the construction of service craft.  

 

The Lars Halvorsen site opposite the former Gas Company continued to be used by Halvorsens and remains a marine area 

today. The move to Ryde was prompted by the approval difficulties faced by North Sydney Council. Council attempted to 

rescind the permission to build a boat shed but were defeated. It was suggested that Halvorsen move further up Port 

Jackson where there was an area zoned for ship building. They purchased land in Gladesville and relocated in 1940 

retaining Neutral Bay only as a service area. They continued to manufacture boats from this site until 1978. 

 

War Activity 

The outbreak of World War II changed Ryde's industrial development. Ryde possessed a minor industrial component, in 

the 1940's. Harold Meggitt Ltd. on the old Bedlam Point Road, now Looking Glass Bay, make linseed oil and protein meal 

on that site from 1923. Lars Halvorsen Sons Pty Ltd established itself on a portion of James Squire's original holding, 

when the old wharf and brewery was still in evidence. The remains of the brew house were demolished to accommodate 
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the new Lars Halvorsen sheet-metal shop. 

 

No sooner had Halvorsen's yard commenced operations in 1940 than it was diverted to wartime production, including 

112 foot "Fairmiles" for the Pacific Islands campaign and the firm's own design of crash-boats for the R.A.A.F. In four and 

a half years no less than 240 boats of various types were built at Ryde and a sizeable labour force, numbering more than 

350 men, was engaged. 

 

While other companies were formed to cater for this need such as Slazenger and Concrite Construction on the 

Parramatta River they did not continue to produce boats after the war. Halvorsen and Sons had also produced boats for 

World War I. The boat production shared a similar priority to the construction of aircraft. No restrictions occurred with 

regard the provision of materials or labour. After World War II the firm returned to the production of pleasure craft but 

continued Navy contracts. The war had resulted in significant changes to production techniques and material. The 

introduction of fibreglass was significant. The lightness of this material also allowed boats to be produced away from 

water sites. 

 

Gladesville Yard  

On the 5th March 1941 Ryde Council approved BA 551/41 Proposed boat building factory on Lot B, Waterview. The BA 

proposed a timber frame factory, 212' x 150' and office quarters 48' x 30', six W.C.'s and a septic tank system.  

 

Lars Halvorsen Sons Boat Builders 

Their reputation as boat builders spread beyond Australia to islands of the Pacific as well as to America. The construction 

of boats for the missionary assisted this. Lars Halvorsen also undertook extensive work for Burns Philp. 

 

Lars Halvorsens Sons were associated with the construction of many famous boats due to their clientele or their racing 

success.  

 

The company concentrated on the production of motor cruisers in the 30-80 foot range. Some well-known yachts, 

Sydney-Hobart race winners, Anitra and Freyer, Solveig and Gretel, were made by Halvorsen. Gretel was Australia's first 

challenger for the coveted America's Cup in 1962. 

 

Navy Occupation 

The Navy purchased the site in 1978 amidst protest from the Council and residents. During this time additional structures 

such as toilets and mess halls were constructed. Four of the six slipways were removed and the concrete apron 

constructed. The site was sold in 1991 to Australian Defence Industries and then in 1998 to Lilac Pty Ltd, which currently 

owns the site. 

 

8.3. EVIDENCE OF EUROPEAN OCCUPATION HALVORSENS 

Building 1, the main Halvorsens shed is the main visible evidence of occupation of the site by Halvorsen. Retention of 

marine related activities will enable this use to be interpreted. Retention of a timber wharf associated with this period of 

occupation constructed between 1930 and 1945 is difficult given its highly dilapidated state. 

 

8.4. DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE AND SETTING 

The site fronts Waterview Street Putney and is located on the north bank of the Parramatta River.  It is approximately to 

the east of the Rhodes Bridge.   
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8.5. DESCRIPTION OF POST  1930’S TIMBER WHARF 

There is a timber wharf constructed between 1930 and 1945 which is dilapidated and access to it was not possible. 

 

8.6. SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The site is significant as the site of Lars Halvorsen Sons. The production shed Building 1 has high significance.  The post 

1930’s Timber Wharf has moderate significance but has a low level of integrity.  Lars Halvorsen Sons was an important 

forerunner in the development of industry in the Ryde Area. Lars Halvorsen Sons was important in the development of 

marine industry on the Parramatta River and generally. Their period of boat production continues from 1925 and 1940 on 

the site. The hire service continued at Bobbin Head. They were responsible for the construction of the mast of the 

Katherine Gillette now housed in the Maritime Museum. Lars Halvorsen Sons were the only marine producers who 

operated before and after the war to provide production of service boats for war effort in both World Wars. Their 

production rated a high priority status during wartime. Halvorsen and Sons were prominent in Sydney society. Their 

involvement with the Norwegian community was recognised by a special visit by the King of Norway and a knighthood to 

Carl Halvorsen. The original timber structure and elevated timberwork platforms have significance as evidence of earlier 

boat construction techniques. 

 

8.7. ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE IMPACT 

European Phase of Occupation Halvorsens  

The proposal which retains the site for marine activities combined with residential will continue to allow the significance 

of the site to be interpreted. The adaptive reuse of the Production Shed Building 1 will retain the most important structure 

associated with the Halvorsen’s period of occupation. The timber wharf, dating from 1930 to 1943, which remains in a 

fragile and remnant condition, is to be demolished in accordance with the requirements from RMS. 

 

The fragile and remnant condition limit the ability to be retained.  The building should be archivally recorded. 
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FIGURE DESCRIPTION IMAGE SOURCE 

Figure 6.01.  Original Building, South Façade, Southwest 

Corner 

IMG_1991 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.02.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1992 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.03.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1993 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.04.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1994 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.05.  Original Building, South Façade, View to Interior IMG_1995 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.06.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1996 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.07.  Original Building, South Facade, Later Addition IMG_1997 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.08.  Original Building, East Façade IMG_1998 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.09.  Original Building, East Façade IMG_1999 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.10.  Original Building, East Façade IMG_2001 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.11.  Original Building, East Façade IMG_2002 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.12.  Original Building, View to Interior, Looking North IMG_2003 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.13.  Original Building, View to Interior, Looking North IMG_2004 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.14.  North Facade, Later Addition IMG_2005 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.15.  View of out Buildings, Looking West IMG_2006 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.16.  Later Addition, North Facade IMG_2007 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.17.  Later Addition, North Facade IMG_2008 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.18.  Later Addition, North Facade IMG_2009 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.19.  Later Addition, Interior, Looking South IMG_2013 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.20.  Later Addition, Interior, Looking West IMG_2015 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.21.  Mezzanine, Looking North IMG_2016 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.22.  Detail of Mezzanine IMG_2017 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.23.  Ceiling Treatment IMG_2018 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.24.  Ceiling Treatment IMG_2019 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.25.  Original Building, Timber Floor and Concrete Slab IMG_2020 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.26.  Original Building, Timber Floor IMG_2021 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.27.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing 

Framing,  Looking West 

IMG_2022 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.28.  Original Building, Original Timber Structure Mast 

Posts, Looking East 

IMG_2023 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.29.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing 

Framing, Looking West 

IMG_2025 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.30.  Original Building, Original Timber Structure Mast 

Posts , Looking Northwest 

IMG_2028 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.31.  Original Building, Original Timber Structure Mast 

Posts, Looking Northeast 

IMG_2029 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.32.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing 

Framing, Looking West 

IMG_2030 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.33.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing 

Framing, Looking Northwest 

IMG_2031 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.34.  View From Mezzanine, Looking North IMG_2036 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.35.  View From Mezzanine, Looking East IMG_2037 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.36.  New Addition, North Façade IMG_2038 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.37.  Early Addition, Eastern Façade IMG_2039 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.38.  Early Addition, Eastern Façade IMG_2040 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.39.  Original Building, Eastern Facade IMG_2041 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.40.  Original Building, Eastern Facade IMG_2042 Architectural Projects 

Figure 6.41.  Original Building, Southern Facade IMG_2043 Architectural Projects 
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Fig 1.1 Site and Building Location Plan 

  

N

pr
oj

ec
t

15
20

Ex
ist

in
g 

Si
te

/F
lo

or
 P

la
n

M
D

 0
1

25
/0

7/
20

14
20

 W
at

er
vi

ew
 S

tr
ee

t. 
Pu

tn
ey

File Path -
/Volumes/Server Files/04.CAD/Current projects/1520 HALVORSEN, RYDE /1520 Models/1520 V17 Halverson.pln

A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 P

ro
je

ct
s 

Pt
y.

 L
td

.
© G

ar
y 

O
'R

ei
lly

 - 
Re

gi
st

er
ed

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
 N

o.
 4

79
6

dr
aw

in
g

pl
ot

 d
at

e

A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 P

ro
je

ct
s

45
,7

19

64
,6

15

9,
14

4

14,630

45,720

Concrete Wharf
Jetty

Ri
dg

e 
lin

e

Offices

Mezzanine

Former Engineering(1
50

 ft
)

(2
12

 ft
)

(3
0 

ft
)

(48 ft)

(150 ft)

Building 1

Building 2

Building 3

Building 4

Building 5

Building 6

Building 7

Building 8

Substation

Building 9

Building 10
Shed

Building 11
Shed

Building 12

Building 13

Building 14

Building 15

Building 16

20 25 metres0 5 10 15 50

20 Waterview St
Putney

Location Plan- NTS

RYDE

PUTNEY

MEADOWBANK Victoria Rd

Con
co

rd
 Rd

Victoria Rd

Kissing Point
Bay



Job No: 1520 Halvorsen, 20 Waterview Street, Putney 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Architectural Projects Pty Limited: 1520.07.01.R3.Illustrations 310714.docx 2 
2014-08-13  5:04 PM 

Fig 2.1 Kissing Point, New South Wales 

 The Property of the Late Mr James Squire, J. Lycett Published 1825         
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Fig 2.2. Map prepared by Dr Peter B. Michell, Dec 2013 
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Fig 3.1 The main building of the Halvorsen boating yard at Ryde, Sydney, New South Wales.  The Boat on the slip is a  

62-footer for the Australian Army 

 

 
Fig 3.2 A Halvorsen 38 
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Fig 3.3. A 112ft Fairmile 

 

 
Fig 3.4 62 footer Halvorsen 
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Fig 3.5. Halvorsen 38-footer R.A.A.F. 

 

 
 

Fig 3.6 Halvorsen “62’s” under construction 
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Fig 3.7. New Halvorsen’s standard 25-foot cruiser 

 

 
 

Fig 3.8 Head office and yard at Ryde, Sydney, where all Halvorsen boats were built 
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Fig 3.9 Halvorsen “47” 

 

 
 

Fig 3.10 Halvorsen “47” 
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Fig 3.11 Halvorsen “50” 

 

 
Fig 3.12 Halvorsen “60” 
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Fig 3.13 Carl Halvorsen sailing at Bobbin Head 

 

 
 

Fig 3.14 Exterior view of Halvorsen’s on the Parramatta River at Ryde 1945, E B Studios 

Photographers, M C I Levy’s “Wallumetta: a history of Ryde and its district 1792 to 1945” 

 

 
  



Job No: 1520 Halvorsen, 20 Waterview Street, Putney 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Architectural Projects Pty Limited: 1520.07.01.R3.Illustrations 310714.docx 11 
2014-08-13  5:04 PM 

Fig 3.15  Halvorsen’s workforce at Ryde 1970’s. E B Studios Photographers 
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Fig 3.16  View of Halvorsen’s boat-building works on the Parramatta River at Ryde 1980.  E B Studios Photographers 
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Fig 4.1 View of wharf adjacent to Halvorsen Boat from water looking northeast  

 

 
 

Fig 4.2 View of Halvorsen Boat Shed and adjacent wharf looking northeast 
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Fig 4.3 Southern Elevation Halvorsen Boat Shed from water looking northeast 

 

 
 

Fig 4.4 Detail of Southern Elevation Halvorsen Boat Shed from water looking northeast 
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Fig 4.5  Entry Gate to Halvorsen Boat Shed from Waterview Street looking South 

 

 
 

Fig 4.6 Fibrocement residence North Elevation looking South 
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Fig 4.7  View of Halvorsen Boat Shed from entry North Elevation looking South 

 

 
 

Fig 4.8 View of Halvorsen Boat Shed North Elevation looking Northwest 
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Fig 4.9  Corner of Halvorsen Boat Shed North East Elevation looking West 

 

 
 

Fig 4.10 Metal Structure East Elevation looking West 
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Fig 4.11  Toilet and Change Room Halvorsen Boat Shed East Elevation looking southwest 

 

 
 

Fig 4.12 Toilet and Change Room detail 
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Fig 4.13  Toilet and Change Room (opposite Halvorsen Boat Shed) looking South 

 

 
 

Fig 4.14 West Elevation of Halvorsen Boat Shed opposite shed looking Northeast 
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Fig 4.15 South Elevation of Halvorsen Boat Shed sliding doors looking North 

 

 
 

Fig 4.16 Interior of Halvorsen Boat Shed looking Northeast 
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Fig 4.16  Interior of Halvorsen Boat Shed looking North 
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Fig 5.1 Aerial View, 1943 
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Fig 5.2 Aerial View, 2014 
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Fig 5.3 Dating of Building Elements, 2014 
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Figure 6.01.  Original Building, South Façade, Southwest Corner IMG_1991 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.02.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1992 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.03.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1993 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.04.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1994 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.05.  Original Building, South Façade, View to Interior IMG_1995 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.06.  Original Building, South Façade IMG_1996 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.07.  Original Building, South Façade, Later Addition IMG_1997 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.08.  Original Building, East Facade IMG_1998 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.09.  Original Building, East Facade IMG_1999 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.10.  Original Building, East Facade IMG_2001 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.11.  Original Building, East Facade IMG_2002 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.12.  Original Building, View to Interior, Looking North IMG_2003 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.13.  Original Building, View to Interior, Looking North IMG_2004 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.14.  North Façade,  Later Addition IMG_2005 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.15.  View of Out Buildings, Looking West IMG_2006 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.16.  Later Addition, North Facade IMG_2007 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.17.  Later Addition, North Facade IMG_2008 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.18.  Later Addition, North Facade IMG_2009 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

 



Job No: 1520 Halvorsen, 20 Waterview Street, Putney 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Architectural Projects Pty Limited: 1520.07.01.R3.Illustrations 310714.docx 34 
2014-08-13  5:04 PM 

Figure 6.19.  Later Addition, Interior, Looking South IMG_2013 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.20.  Interior, Looking West IMG_2015 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.21.  Mezzanine, Looking North IMG_2016 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.22.  Detail of Mezzanine IMG_2017 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.23.  Ceiling Treatment IMG_2018 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.24.  Ceiling Treatment IMG_2019 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.25.  Original Building, Timber Floor and Concrete Slab IMG_2020 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.26.  Original Building, Timber Floor IMG_2021 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.27.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing Framing, Looking 

West 

IMG_2022 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.28.  Original Building, Original Timber Structure Mast Posts, 

Looking East 

IMG_2023 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.29.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing Framing, Looking 

West 

IMG_2025 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.30.  Original Building, Original Timber Structure Mast Posts, 

Looking Northwest 

IMG_2028 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.31.  Original Building, Original Timber Structure Mast Posts, 

Looking Northeast 

IMG_2029 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.32.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing Framing, Looking 

West 

IMG_2030 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.33.  Original Building, Original Timber Glazing Framing, Looking 

Northwest 

IMG_2031 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.34.  New Addition, View From Mezzanine, Looking North IMG_2036 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.35.  New Addition, View From Mezzanine, Looking East IMG_2037 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.36.  New Addition, North Facade IMG_2038 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.37.  Early Addition, Eastern Facade IMG_2039 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.38.  Early Addition, Eastern Facade IMG_2040 Architectural Projects 
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Figure 6.39.  Original Building, Eastern Facade IMG_2041 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 

Figure 6.40.  Original Building, Eastern Facade IMG_2042 Architectural Projects 

 

 
 



Job No: 1520 Halvorsen, 20 Waterview Street, Putney 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Architectural Projects Pty Limited: 1520.07.01.R3.Illustrations 310714.docx 45 
2014-08-13  5:04 PM 

 

Figure 6.41.  Original Building, Southern Facade IMG_2043 Architectural Projects 
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APPENDIX 1 Maritime Archaeological Condition Inspection of Halvorsen’s Shipyard Slipway Report by  

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd 

  



 

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd 1 

 

 

 

15th April 2014 
 
Jennifer Hill 
Architectural Projects 
181 Lawson Street 
Darlington 
NSW, 2008 
 

Dear Jennifer, 

 

RE: Maritime Archaeological Condition Inspection of Halvorsen’s Shipyard Slipway 
 

The former site of Halvorsen’s Shipyard and current private slipway is currently under 
consideration for possible re-development. Cosmos Archaeology was approached by 
Jennifer Hill of Architectural Projects to undertake a maritime archaeological inspection of the 
slipway. A previous inspection was conducted on 6th April 2000 by Cosmos Coroneos 
(Director, Cosmos Archaeology) enabling a comparison of the condition of the slipway over 
time and possible future continued use. The following letter report outlines the findings of the 
recent maritime archaeological inspection of Halvorsen’s Shipyard Slipway conducted on 7th 
April 2014 by Chris Lewczak (Senior Archaeologist, Cosmos Archaeology).  The survey was 
conducted at 11 am at low tide. 

Condition Description from 2000 Inspection 
The slipway is bounded to the north by the Boatshed, to the east by a concrete pier and to 
the west by a substantial concrete wharf. The slipway complex, as is preserved at present, 
consists of two-and-a-half two-rail slipways. These rails were mounted on square timber 
beam bearers. The beams themselves were laid on transverse rectangular concrete piers. 
These concrete piers rested directly on the sandy beach. Also resting on the concrete piers 
are iron grates, many of which have been rusted through. The grates served the function of 
collecting dropped tools and other items. In two locations between the spacing between the 
rails, caissons constructed from thin ply wood are present which were added for the purpose 
of testing Naval depth sounding equipment. 

The timber bearers are in very good condition which suggests they have been periodically 
replaced. The rail lines also appear serviceable. A further four sets of concrete piers were 
observed under the large wharf immediately to the west of the existing slipway complex, 
suggesting that there were at least another four to five similar slipways in addition to the two 
complete examples preserved today. 

Comparison with 2014 Inspection 
The 2014 inspection found that the two slipways remain in relatively consistent condition to 
the previous inspection. The slipway is currently still in use; however, individual sections of 
the slipway have appeared to have degraded over the last 14 years.  The condition of the 
iron rails remains in good condition in the area above the high water mark.  Sections of the 



 

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd 2 

 

iron rails present between the intertidal zone exhibit wide-scale rusting, with some individual 
sections on the flange of the rail rusted through (see photo comparison, 2014 # 004 and # 
006).  Despite the condition, the rails are still in use as part of the slipway; however, the 
rusted through holes are likely to worsen over time.  The wooden longitudinal beams to 
which the railing is attached are still in good condition but there are some cracks and spacing 
becoming present around joins (see photo comparison, 2014 # 003).  The cracks appear in 
the timber beams present within the intertidal zone and run across the timbers. It is not 
known if these cracks have occurred over the last 14 years or if they were also present in the 
earlier inspection. The concrete piers are still in good condition above the water line and 
within the intertidal zone, although the concrete piers are showing some chipping. Very few 
of the metal grates still exist on the slipway with the majority of them, and the associated 
metal substructure (‘L’ shaped frames attached to the side of the longitudinal timbers), 
having been removed (see photo comparison, 2014 # 002).  Only the damaged top edge of 
the thin plywood caissons observed during the 2000 survey were visible during this resurvey.  
The area has become silted over and the visible plywood has degraded over time. 

Recommendations 
The following recommendations have been made as a result of the condition of Halvorsen’s 
Shipyard Slipway as observed in the 2014 inspection as well as evidence of changing 
condition since the 2000 inspection. 

Recommendation 1 
Halvorsen’s Shipyard Slipway is still in use and as a whole is of sound condition; however, 
the rails appear to be disintegrating. Repair or replacement of the existing rails would allow 
for the continued use of the slipway, and would be considered to be a minor impact to the 
significance of the slipway. 

If the rails were to be replaced, a structural engineer should be engaged to inspect the 
longitudinal cracks and timber joinery that appear in some of the longitudinal timber beams 
within the intertidal zone. 

Recommendation 2 
Prior to undertaking any repair work to the slipway or future redevelopment of the site, an 
archival recording should be undertaken of the former Halvorsen’s slipway.  The archival 
recording should aim to document the setting of the slipway in its current environment as well 
as the individual slipways and components.   

The archival record should be conducted in adherence to requirements detailed in the NSW 
Heritage office publication Heritage Information Series – Photographic Recording of Heritage 
Items using Film or Digital Capture.  

 

Regards, 

 

Chris Lewczak 

Senior Archaeologist 

Cosmos Archaeology



 

Cosmos Archaeology Pty Ltd 3 

 

Halvorson’s Shipyard Slipway 
Photo Comparison 2000 to 2014 

6th April 2000 (Cos Coroneos) 7th April 2014 (Chris Lewczak) 

# 006  # 001  

# 005  # 002  
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# 007  # 003  

# 004  # 004  
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# 003  
# 005  

 

# 006  
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APPENDIX 2 Australian Museum Consulting  Report of Former Halvorsen’s Boatyard 20 Waterview St 

Putney Archaeological Assessment and research design. 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/2180464
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/bennelongs-grave-found-under-a-front-yard-in-sydneys-suburbs-20110319-1c1l0.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/bennelongs-grave-found-under-a-front-yard-in-sydneys-suburbs-20110319-1c1l0.html
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APPENDIX 3 NSW Heritage Office Inventory Sheet 
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APPENDIX 4 Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council (MLALC) Report 
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APPENDIX 5 National Parks and Wildlife Service Inventory Sheet 

 
  









Job No: 1520 Halvorsen, 20 Waterview Street, Putney 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Architectural Projects Pty Limited: 1520.07.01.R3.Appendices 070814.docx  
2014-08-08  10:11 AM 

53 

APPENDIX 6 Architectural Projects Building 1 Floorplans and Elevations  
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APPENDIX 7  Architectural Projects Photographic record 
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APPENDIX 8 Suggested Naming to interpret  previous phases of occupation 

 

01. Halverson 

• Lars 

• Harold 

• Bijarne 

• Carl 

• Trig 

• Magnus 

 

02. Sydney Hobart Winner 

• Anita 

• Freyer 

• Solveig 

• Gretal 

• Am Cup 

 

03. Kissing Point 

• Squires 

• Landscape – vineyards 

• Farnell 

• Devlin 

• Small 

 

04. Indigenous 

• Dharug 

• Wallumedegal 

• Bennelong 

• Nanbaree 
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APPENDIX 9 City of Ryde Council Files, Archaeological potential of 20 Waterview Street, Ryde, Notes 

prepared by Dr P.B. Mitchell, Dec 2013 
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